SOLANO COUNTY PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION

  
APPROVED MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD

THURSDAY, March 11, 2010
 County Administration Center - First Floor Hearing Room,

675 Texas Street, Fairfield, California

 

Commission Members Present:
Riddle, Hermsmeyer, Whited, Leong
Commission Member Excused:
Alvarez
Staff Present:
Sykes, Tanner-Linné

1. Call to Order and Roll Call

Chair Hermsmeyer called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.  Tanner-Linne called roll.  A quorum was confirmed.  

2. Approval of Minutes for January 14, 2010 and February 4, 2010
Motion to approve (Riddle), with second (Whited).  Approved unanimously.

3. Approval of Agenda

Motion to approve agenda (Riddle), with second (Leong). Approved unanimously.  
4. Chair Announcements and Commissioner Comments

Riddle stated the field trip help him to see how the grant funds and were used in the community and appreciated getting to know the other commissioners and brainstorm ideas.  Leong stated he enjoyed learning about the wastewater treatment facility, and the Suisun Natural History Association had done a good job with their grant funds.  General consensus was that the Commission would like to do more field trips to see other grant-funded projects.
5. Approve Timeline for Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund (FWPF) Program and Provide Direction on Formation of FWPF Evaluation Committee 
The commission approved the attached Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund Grant Program time line for the fiscal year 2010/2010 grant cycle (see attached).
Sykes stated that the previous grant evaluation committee consisted of Dimitrios Georges, Walt Sommer and Commissioners Hermsmeyer and Riddle, but that none of these had yet confirmed they would participate this year.  In addition the Commission was tasked with including at least one marsh restoration or biology professional on the Committee.
Hermsmeyer asked whether any of the commissioners would like to volunteer to be on the Committee and Commissioner Riddle expressed interest.  He noted that some other possibilities might be found by talking to contacts at the Delta Protection Commission, local biology professionals or teachers, and Senator Wolk’s office.  Commissioner Leong suggested Steve Foreman, a consulting biologist who lived locally.  
Sykes requested that any potential names be forwarded to him, so he could compile a list for the Chair to consider for appointments at the May 13 meeting.

6. Discuss Possible Commission Involvement and Formation of Ad Hoc Committees 

A. County Parks Speaker’s Bureau 

Sykes spoke about creating a canned power-point presentation that could be taken to community groups or other venues, to inform the public about the parks and their activities.  Riddle, Whited and Hermsmeyer expressed interest in being presenters.  Staff will re-agendize this topic and organize speakers when the presentation is ready.
B. Ad Hoc Committee to Review State Fish and Game Rulemaking

Sykes stated he receives notices of rulemaking by the State Department of Fish and Game regularly, and asked the Commission how they would like to review these.  Hermsmeyer suggested these be forwarded to him for review to see if they pertain to the County, and he would bring relevant information back to the Commission.  The Commission might consider forming an ad-hoc Committee later, if needed.
C. Response to Fish Stocking Issue at Lake Solano

Sykes stated the California Department of Fish and Game has completely quit stocking Putah Creek, with negative effects on Lake Solano Park revenues.  Sykes stated the Department of Fish and Game had been sued to stop stocking due to concerns it may be endangering native fish.  Sykes suggested the Commission consider sending a letter to local legislators.  Leong suggested that if they received three or four letters, it might persuade them to look at our situation.  Riddle stated stocking fish into Putah Creek has been going on without a problem for the last 20 years.  

The Solano Irrigation District has done some surveying of the creek and may have information on this.  The concern may also be about the stocking the creek with species of trout or other fish from hatcheries that are different from native creek species.  Helayna Pera, an employee of Department of Fish and Game stated she understood that the concern with stocking the creeks is that the non-native fish eat native frog larvae.
Hermsmeyer suggested that there are many sources of information on this issue, and that the Commission should re-agendize this issue at a future meeting, to consider all the available information.  The Commission might want to use a multi-pronged approach starting with a Commission recommendation, which is passed onto Staff for comment, and forwarded to Board of Supervisors.  This will be re-agendized for a future meeting.
7. Parks and Recreation Division Staff Report 
Sykes provided updates on the annual attendance and revenues to date, and status of previously funded grant projects through the FWPF and SMSF programs.  The Board of Supervisors will be considering increases in park fees in April 2010.  County Parks will be applying for several grants this spring for park projects and outdoor ed. programs.  Lake Solano Park will begin renting canoes again starting Easter weekend.  Guided hikes at Lake Solano and Lynch Canyon have started and will continue through the summer

8. The next regular meeting was confirmed for May 13, 2010 at 5:30 pm.  Meeting was adjourned at 7:05 p.m.
Timeline for FY2010/2011 Grant Cycle

Solano County

Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund

(Proposed $200,000 budget for grants)*

	Date
	Action

	January 14, 2010 (PRC meeting)
	Park and Recreation Commission (Commission) Reviews Revised FWPF and SMSF Procedural Guides and Forwards to Board of Supervisors

	March 2, 2010
(BOS meeting)
	Board of Supervisors approves revised FWPF and SMSF Procedural Guides

	March 11, 2010

(PRC meeting)
	Commission sets timeline for grant cycle

	Week of March 15
	· Distribute Procedural Guide with application

· Send notices to local newspapers

· Press release on County website

· Email announcement to all previous applicants

	Week of March 29 or April 5
	Applicants Question/Answer Workshop (2 workshops, one in morning, one in afternoon)

	Mon., May 10
	Applications due, 5:00 pm (8 weeks)

	May 13, 2010
	· Commission Chair Appoints Evaluation Committee

· Commission and Evaluation Committee Receives Applications and Hears Presentations

· Following this, Evaluation Committee will meet and evaluate applications

	July 8, 2010
	· Commission Receives Report from Evaluation Committee

· Commission Recommends Awards

	Late July/August 2010
	Board of Supervisors reviews and approves grant awards at regularly scheduled Board meeting


* Subject to Board approval with FY2010/11 budget.[image: image1.png]
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