
SOLANO COUNTY PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION

  
APPROVED MINUTES OF THE HELD

THURSDAY, JANUARY 8, 2009 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATION CENTER - FIRST FLOOR HEARING ROOM,

675 TEXAS STREET FAIRFIELD, CALIFORNIA

 

Commission Members Present:
Riddle, Alvarez, Hermsmeyer, Leong, and Whited
Commissioner Members Excused:
None
Staff Present:
Sykes, Tanner-Linné

1. Call to Order and Roll Call

Chair Hermsmeyer called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.  Tanner-Linne called roll. A quorum was confirmed.  

2. Approval of Minutes for December 3, 2008 Meeting 

Motion to approve (Leong), seconded (Riddle).  December 3, 2008 minutes approved unanimously.

3. Approval of Agenda
Motion to approve agenda (Leong), second (Riddle).  Approved unanimously.  

4. Chair Announcements and Commissioner Comments 

A. Hermsmeyer introduced Michael Whited, the new District 3 Park and Recreation Commissioner appointed by Supervisor Spering.  

B. Hermsmeyer recognized the Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund Evaluation Committee for their willingness to volunteer and serve on this Committee, and said he was proud of the work they have done.
5. Parks and Recreation Division Staff Report (Informational Only)

A. Staff Sykes provided the attached park activities report (see attached). 
B. Sykes thanked the members of the Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund Evaluation Committee for their hard work and reported the Board of Supervisors had approved the Commission’s recommended funding for the grants on January 6, 2009.  
Leong asked if a graph could be made to show the attendance for this year and last for each park.  Sykes said Staff is working on a method of tracking attendance better that will allow that to happen, and should have a better method to present at a meeting in the near future.
Alvarez stated that during the swearing-in of the new County Supervisor Linda Seifert (District 2), she indicated one of her goals was to create a regional park district.  Alvarez suggested staff make a report of the recent years’ accomplishments of the County Parks and Recreation Division to the Board of Supervisors.  The recent progress in the County Parks Division may inform the Supervisors in their decision-making.  A park district would create another layer of government and additional taxes for our citizens.
Whited asked Staff if camping fees would be increased at Lake Solano Park to pay for the building of the Lake Solano Nature Center.  Staff Sykes said that no, there were no plans to do that.  (The Nature Center construction is already fully funded.)
Hermsmeyer noted that Belden’s Landing generated revenues of over $6,000 last month, and if there were additional parking it could generate additional revenues.

6. Election of Commission Chair and Vice-Chair 
Motion to nominate Steve Hermsmeyer as Chair of the Park and Recreation Commission for 2009 (Alvarez), seconded (Riddle).  The vote was unanimous.

Motion to nominate Michael Whited as Vice-Chair (Hermsmeyer), seconded (Riddle).  The vote was unanimous.  
7. Set Calendar of Commission Meetings for 2009 
The Calendar of regular Commission Meetings for 2009 was established as follows:

Thursday, January 8, 2009, 5:30 pm

Thursday, March 12, 2009, 5:30 pm

Thursday, May 14, 2009, 5:30 pm

Thursday, July 9, 2009, 5:30 pm

Thursday, September 10, 2009, 5:30 pm

Thursday, November 12, 2009, 5:30 pm

Motion to accept the calendar (Riddle), seconded (Leong).  The vote was unanimous.  

8. Approval of Public Access Success Criteria for Lynch Canyon

Sykes presented the criteria.  The overall goal is to build a strong user program for Lynch Canyon.  

Whited asked the hours Lynch Canyon was open.  Sykes:  every day except Monday and Tuesday from 8 am – dusk.

Hermsmeyer asked if additional events were going to be added.  Sykes stated this was the complete list.

Alvarez suggested marketing the parks and using the Benicia television station as a tool.

Leong thought this was great and something the commission could boast about; however there are no photographer events where we could reach the photographer clubs in the area where they might want to take pictures of wild flowers or sunsets.

Motion to approve the Public Access Success Criteria for Lynch Canyon in its original written form and staff should take comments from the Commission back to the Lynch Canyon Working Committee for consideration (Leong).  Seconded (Riddle).  The vote was unanimous.
9. Review and Provide Direction on Application Procedures for Suisun Marsh-Specific Fund, Grant Program 
Staff presented the application from the previous, Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund process, with notations for needed changes to accommodate the new requirements of the Suisun Marsh Specific Fund, as per the “Guidelines for the Kinder Morgan Settlement Funds” approved by the Board of Supervisors in January 2008.
Hermsmeyer appointed an Ad Hoc Evaluation Committee of Dimitrios Georges (Chair), Walt Sommers and himself.  Hermsmeyer directed the Committee to review and revise the application and procedural guide for the Suisun Marsh Specific Fund Grant Program.  Hermsmeyer said he would like to recommend one additional committee member but could do that at the next meeting.
Motion to approve the two pages submitted by staff for changes (Hermsmeyer), seconded (Whited).  The vote was unanimous in favor.
Hermsmeyer requested the revised application be presented again to the Commission at a future meeting for review by the Commission and the public.

10. Public Comments
Steve Chappell of Suisun Resource Conservation District stated he would be submitting in writing his thoughts on the application (letter is attached).
Alvarez stated in the past years working with the Benicia Parks and Recreation if a grant application was not complete or wrong it was denied and there was not a second chance.  He also stated there should be workshops for the Suisun Marsh Specific Fund Grant Application and felt the workshops will add additional information for applicants.  

Riddle stated he also thought there should be training and workshops for the new applications; however, it is not the work of the Commission to do the applicant’s job.
Jerry Emmanuelson requested that applicant presentations be allowed to be made prior to the Evaluation Committee making its recommendations.  He also recommended that the applicant workshop be stressed as more important for applicants to attend.
11. Adjournment:  
The next meeting of the Commission was confirmed for March 12, 2009 at 5:30 pm.  Meeting was adjourned at 6:50 p.m.
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AGENDA SUBMITTAL TO SOLANO COUNTY PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION

	ITEM TITLE      
Staff Report:  Park Activities Report (Informational Only)
	COMMISSION MEETING DATE

January 8, 2009
	AGENDA NUMBER

5

	Staff Contact:

Phone:

E-Mail:
	Dan Sykes, Parks Services Manager
784-3118

drsykes@solanocounty.com


DISCUSSION:      

PARKS ACTIVITIES REPORT
1. Belden’s Landing:  In December 2008, attendance was an estimated 4,670 people and parking revenue was $6,671.  County Public Works Staff recently completed a re-striping of the parking lot.  Defective parts on the fee collection machine were replaced in early December.
2. Lynch Canyon Open Space:  In December 2008, attendance was an estimated 564 people and parking revenue was $1,129.  Solano Land Trust has informed the County that they are considering a proposal for an electrical switching yard within the park, associated with a new power plant proposal in Fairfield.
3. Sandy Beach Park:  In December 2008, attendance was an estimated 3,036 people and revenue was $6,413.  Staff attended a CPRS leadership training course.  Staff also put on a workshop for other park rangers on Street Gang Awareness on Dec. 19, 2008.  A project to replace two old sewage pumps at the south campground restroom is ongoing.
4. Lake Solano Park:  In December 2008, parking and camping revenue was $14,085.  Construction of the Lake Solano Nature Center is 92% complete.  First to move in will be Ranger Staff, as soon as furniture is ordered and arrives.  Staff is also working on planning the Center’s exhibits, including aquariums, and educational programming.  A date for a grand opening is still being set, but is tentatively scheduled for late spring 2009.
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