
To:

Proiect:

Board of Suporviso6 ot
ths o, Solano,

NOTICE OF PREPARATION (NOP) ia
D6puty

Lead Agencies:

Comment Period:

lnterested Agencies, Organizations and lndividuals

Draft EnvironmentaI lmpact Report for Plan Bay Area 2050+
(Regional fransportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy for the Nine-
County San Francisco Bay Area)

14etropotitan Transportation Commission/Association of Bay Area Governments

)anuary 14, 2025 - Febtuary 13, 2025 (30 days)

lnterested agencies, organizations and individua[s are invited bythe Metropotitan Transportation
Commission (MTC) and the Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG) to comment on the scope
and content of the environmentaI impact assessment that wi[[ be conducted for the long-range
regionaI ptan for transportation, housing, the economy and the environment known as Plan Bay Area
2050+. Amap of the nine-county area addressed in the ptan is included in this notice as Figure 1.

Ptan Bay Area 2050+ seeks to ensure that the Bay Area is more affordabte, connected, diverse,
hea[thy, and vibrant for att by the year 2050. lt atso seeks to meet or exceed state and federal
ptanning requirements, inctuding a state-mandated year 2035 target for greenhouse gas emissions
reduction. The ptan is required to be updated every four years. Attachment A to this NOP provides
more information on MTC, ABAG, SB 375 and Ptan Bay Area 2050+.

ln accordance with the California EnvironmentaI QuatityAct (CEQA) Guidetines (Section 15082), the
purpose ofthis Notice of Preparation is to seek comments aboutthe scope and content ofthe
environmental impact reportthat wit[ be prepared for P[an BayArea 2050+. ElRs are prepared to inform
decision makers and the pubtic about the potentiat physicat environmentaI impacts associated with
changes to the environment that may resutt if a project is approved. lf you represent an agencythat may
rely upon the EIR for project approval and/or tiering, MTC and ABAG are particutarty interested in what
information may be hetpfulforthese purposes. lnput is also soughtfromD@0i{ftin0flr$ingiFroAF
as to the issues that shoutd be addressed in the ElR. \llLrlZ< b

METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION COI.IMISSION
ASSOCIATION OF SAY AREA GOVERNI.IENTS

MTC and ABAG are the.ioint Lead agencies undertaking preparation of a program-level Draft
EnvironmentaI lmpact Report (DEIR) for Ptan BayArea 2050+. P[an BayArea 2050+ is designed to
serve as the 2025 RegionaI Transportation Ptan/Sustainabte Communities Strategy (RTP/SCS) for the
San Francisco Bay Area. ln addition to the focus on transportation and land use, Ptan Bay Area 2050+
incorporates economic and environmental issues into the ptan; taken as a package, the plan
identifies a suite of integrated strategies that wiI enable the Bay Area to accommodate future growth
and make the region more equitabte and resilient in the face of unexpected chatlenges. The pLan also
identifies regionaI transportation ptanning needs, priorities and funding, and atlows project sponsors
to quatify for federal funding for pubtic transit, streets and roads, and bicycte and pedestrian
faci[ities. Atthough not required by [aw, the pLan further identifies needs and revenues for affordabte
housing, environmentatresilience, and economic development as a best practice.

PLAN BAY AREA 2050+

DeputyClerk ofThe Board



FIGURE 1. NINE.CoUNIY SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA

Adoption and imptementation of P[an Bay Area 2050+ has the potentiaI to result in environmentaI
effects in a[tthe environmentatimpact areas identified in CEQA. Forthis reason, the Ptan BayArea

2050+ EIR witt be a "fut[ scope" document and wil[ anatyze atl the required CEQA environmental
issue areas. These inctude: aesthetics; agricutture and forestry resources; air quaLity; biotogicat
resources; cutturaI resources; energy; geotogy and soils; greenhouse gas emissions; hazards and

hazardous materiats; hydrotogy and water quatity; land use and ptanning; mineral resources; noise;
population and housing; pubtic services; recreation;transportation/traffic; tribatcutturaI resources;
utitities and other service systems; and witdfire. The EIR wi[[ atso address cumulative effects, growth

inducing impacts and other issues required by CEQA.

MTC and ABAG woutd be particutarly interested in hearing your views on the fotlowing questions:

1. Are there any alternatives you betieve MTC/ABAG shoutd evatuate?
2. What types of mitigation measures do you think woutd hetp avoid or minimize potentiaI

environmentat effects?

Att interested agencies, organizations and individuats are invited to attend a scoping meeting webinar
providing an overview of the EIR scope and/or submit comments on the project. The scoping meeting
for Ptan Bay Area 2050+ wi[[ be hetd on January 29,2025, at 1 :00 p.m. The meeting witl be hetd
virtuatty at the fo[[owing Zoom [ink:
https://bava reametro.zoom. us/i/84828971 01 1 ?pwd=H awKgsJO FLsnvgkUSLGxMvThkEzhfg. FyEx6Dp

dgt2l yXRV

lf you choose to phone in for audio onty, p[ease diat 1-877-853-5247 and enter Webinar lD: 848 2897
101 1 and Passcode: 812438.
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written comments are atso being accepted via emaitto eircomments@bayareametro.gov; via maiI
to MTC Pubtic lnformation, Attn: veronica cummings, 375 Beate street, suite 800, San Francisco,
cA, 94105; or via fax to 41 5.536.9800. Att written comments must be received no later than
February 12,2025. For more information, caLtthe MTC Pubtic lnformation Office ar 415.778.6757.

Do you need an interpreter or any other assistance to participate? Please call415-778-6757. We
require at least three working days' notice to provide reasonable accommodation. For TDD or hearing
impaired, catt 711, Catifornia Retay Service, or 1-800-735-2929 (TTY), 1-800-7 35-2922 (voice) and ask
to be retayed to 415-778-6700.

aNecesita un int6rprete u otra asistencia para participar? Por favor [[ame aI415-778-6757 .

Solicitamos tres dias hdbites para poder coordinar servicios de interprete. Para servicios de TDD o
para sordomudos, favor de ttamar a[ 711 atServicio de Retransmisi6n de Catifornia o at 1-800-735-
2929 (pa ra TTY) o a t 1 -800-735-2922 (pata vozl y pida q ue [o conecten a|415-778-6700.
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Adam Noetting, PrincipaI Ptanner
Ptan BayArea 2050+ EIR Project Manager



NOTICE OF PREPARATION
Draft Environmentat !mpact Report for Ptan Bay Area 2050+
RegionaI Transportation Ptan/Susta ina bte Communities Strategy for the Nine-County San Francisco
Bay Area
Metropotitan Transportation Commission/Association of Bay Area Governments

ATTACHMENT A

Responsibitities and Requirements
The Metropotitan Transportation Commission (MTC) is the transportation ptanning, coordinating
and f inancing agency for the nine-county San Francisco Bay Area (which inctudes A[ameda,
Contra Costa, Marin, Napa, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Clara, Sotano and Sonoma
Counties). Created bythe State Legislature in 1970, MTC functions as both the regionaI
transportation planning agency (RTPA), which is a state designation, and as the region's
metropotitan ptanning organization (MPO), which is a federat designation.

ABAG was formed in 1 961 by a joint powers agreement among Bay Area [oca[ governments and
serves as the comprehensive regionaI p[anning agency and CounciI of Governments (COG) for the
nine counties and 1 01 cities and towns of the San Francisco Bay Region. ABAG is a pubtic entity
created by tocaI governments to meet their ptanning and research needs related to [and use and is
responsible under state law to conduct the Regional Housing Needs Attocation (RHNA) process.
ABAG atso hosts severa[.ioint powers and administrative entities retated to environmentaI and
water resource protection, disaster resitience, energy efficiency and hazardous waste mitigation,
financiaI services and staff trainingto locaI counties, cities and towns.

Per federal ptanning requirements, a RegionaI Transportation Ptan (RTP) is a [ong-range ptanthat
identifiesthe strategies and investments to maintain, manage, and improve the region's
transportation network. The RTP must address no less than a 2o-year ptanning horizon and
inctude tong-range and short-range strategies and actions that support the development of an
integrated muttimodaI transportation system. The RTP must be updated at least every four years

and seek to address projected transportation demand over the RTP ptanning horizon and pursue
operationaI and management strategies that witt improve the performance of the transportation
system. The RTP must have a f iscalty constrained f inanciat ptan that demonstrates how the RTP

can be implemented and how the transportation system can be operated and maintained using
revenues reasonabty expected to be avaitabte over the ptanning horizon. The RTP also has
myriad state and federaI requirements with respect to pubtic participation, equity and
environmentaI justice, and air quality conformity, among others. As required by state tegistation
(Government Code Section 65080 et. seq.) and by federal regutation (Titte 23 USC Section 1 34),
MTC is responsible for preparingthe RTPfortheSan Francisco BayArea region.

RegionaI transportation planning, locaI tand use ptanning and regionaI housing allocations are
more close[y atigned because of the passage of Catifornia's Sustainable Communities and
CLimate Protection Act (SB 375 (Steinberg)) signed into Law in 2008. MTC and ABAG are jointty
required by SB 375 to devetop the Sustainabte Communities Strategy (SCS) that accompanies
the RTP. The SCS must identify the general location of [and uses, residentiaI densities, and
buitding intensities within the region; identify areas within the region suff icient to house att the
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N otice ol Preparation
Draft Environmentat lmpact Reportfor PIan BayArea 2050+

poputation of the region, inctuding atl economic segments of the poputation; identify a reas
within the region sufficient to house an 8-year projection of the regionaI housing need; identify a

transportation network to serve regional transportation needsi gather and consider the best
practicatty avaitabte scientific lnformation regarding resource areas and farmtand in the region;
consider the state's housing goats; set forth a forecasted devetopment pattern for the reglon;
a nd attow the regionaI transportation ptan to comply with the federaI Ctean Air Act. (Gov. Code, S

6s080, subd. (b)(F)(2)(B)).

Together, the ptan (RTP/SCS) shoutd support the reduction o, per-capita passenger vehicte-
generated greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by identifying poticies and strategies that integrate
[and Lrse and transportation ptanning. Ptan Bay Area 2050+ witt meet the requirements of SB 375 by
attaining or exceeding a per-capita GHG emission target o{ 19 percent reduction by year 2035 from
2005 levets, as estabtished for the San Francisco Bay Area by the CatiJornia Air Resources Board
(CARB). lf the plan does not achieve the GHG errission target set by CARB, an ALternative
PLanning Strategy (APS) must be deveLoped to demonstrate how the target could be achieved.

VISION AND GUIDING PRINCIPLES
Ptan Bay Area 2050+ is designed to meet or exceed federaI and state ptanning requirements white
offe ring a more aspirationat vision for the San Francisco Bay Area's future. MTC and ABAG jointly
adopted the Vision for the region's current RTP/SCS, Ptan Bay Area 2050, in September 2019,
fottowing an outreach and engagement effort to identify the most pressing ptanning issues to address
by the year 2050. This vision, emphasizing resilient and equit6bte strategies, has been carried forward
into PLan Bay Area 2050+. The guiding principles of this vision are defined as fottows:

Affordabte: Att Bay Area residents and workers have sufficient housing options they can
aff ord-househotds are econornicatLy secure.

Connected: An expanded, wett-functioning, safe and muttimodaI transportation system
connects the Bay Area - fast, irequent and ef{icient intercity trips are comptemented by a
suite of locaI transportation options, connecting communities and creating a cohesive region.

Diverse: The Bay Area is an inclusive region where peopte from att backgrounds, abilitaes and
ages can remain in ptace - with futL access to the region's assets and resources.

Heatthy: The region's naturaI resources, open space, ctean water and ctean air are conserved

-the region activety reduces its environmentat footprint and protects residents from
environmentaI impacts.

Vibrant: The Bay Area is an jnnovation teader, creating quatityjob opportunities for att and
ampte fiscaI resources for communities.

CEQA STREAMLINING
SB 375 contains CEQA incentlves, or streamtining provisions, to encoLrrage coordinated (and use and
transportation ptanning. Certain types of devetopment projects (i.e., transit priority projects or
residentiat/m,xed use residential projects, as defined by statute) may quatify for CEQA streamtlning
as (ong as the requisite criteria are met. Consistency with the SCS witt be determined by the tocat
jurisdiction that is the [ead agency for each project to be streamtined. I4TC and ABAG wiLL inctude
appropriate information in the SCS, such as [and use information as required by SB 375 and/or
guidance to aid in interpreting tand use inJormation, that wit[ attow a jurisdictaon to make a

consistency determination with respect to appropriate streamlining options on a project-by-prolect
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basis. Additionatty, the EIR witt support other CEQA streamtining options that do not fatt into the

categories under SB 375, such as SB 743, SB 226 and other provisions of the State CEQA guidetines

Ptan Bay Area 2050+ Project Description
Ptan Bay Area 2050+ is a timited and focused update to the region's long-range ptan to guide the
growth of the nine-county San Francisco Bay Area. PLan Bay Area 2050+ wi[[ focus on four key

etements-tra nsportation, housing, the economy, and the environment-and witl identify a path to
make the Bay Area more equitabte for a[[ residents and more resilient in the face of unexpected
chatlenges. Ptan Bay Area 2050+ refines setect pLan strategies to integrate the lessons of the Last

three years and wil[ enabte continued progress impLementing the strategies of P[an Bay Area 2050.

REGIONAL GROWTH FORECAST
The Ptan Bay Area 2050+ Regional Growth Forecast identifies how much the Bay Area might grow

between the ptan basetine yeat (2023\ and the plan horizon year (2050), inctuding poputation, jobs,

households, and associated housing units. The forecast a[so inctudes important components of that
growth, inctuding empLoyment by sector, poputation by age and race/ethnic c ha racteristics, and

househotds by income levet.

P[an Bay Area 2050+ forecasts that by 2050, the Bay Area wi[[ have over 9.5 mittion residents, 5.4
mittion jobs, 3.7 mittion househotds, and 3.9 mittion housing units, as shown in the table betow. The

updated forecasts indicate lower population and househotd numbers compared to those forecasted
in Ptan Bay Area 2050, white emptoyment levets remain simitar. These adjustments reftect a dectining
nationat population outtook a[ongside a strong regionatjob projection.

2020 2035 2050

Totat Population 7,749,000 8,476,000 9,586,000

Total Emptoyment 4,025,000 4,855,000 5,436,000

Totat Households 2,798,000 3,312,000 3,796,000

Totat Housing Units 2,875,000 3,486,000 3,996,000

GROWTH GEOGRAPHIES
To ptan for this future groMh and meet the greenhouse gas emissions reduction target estabtished
pursuant to SB 375, Ptan Bay Area 2050+ identifies specific areas prioritized for new housing and
jobs, known as Growth Geographies. For housing, Growth Geographies inctude Priority Devetopment
Areas (PDAs), Transit-Rich Areas (TRAS), and High-Resource Areas (HRAs). For.iobs, Growth
Geographies inctude Priority Production Areas (PPAs), PDAs, and TRAs. A map of the ptan's Growth
Geographies is inctuded as Attachment B.

PLAN REVENUES AND STRATEGIES

Plan Bay Area 2050+ inc[udes a financia[y constrained investment plan for the Transportation
Etement, as required by state and federaI ptanning regutations. lt inctudes transportation projects
and programs that can be funded through existing and new revenues projected to be reasonably
avai[ab[e to the region over the plan's horizon. The plan atso estimates needs for the Housing,
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Economy, and Environment etements, which are not subject to fiscalconstrain requirements but
itlustrate what is needed to meet key regionalgoats.

Across a[[ e[ements-transportation, housing, economy, and environment-the ptan forecasts a totaI
of $615 bittion in existing revenues and at teast $862 bittion in new revenues, as shown in the tabte
beIow.

Existing Revenuesl New Revenues2 Strategy lnvestment

Transportation Strategies $423 bittion $89 bittion $500 bittion

Housing Strategies $161 bittion $339 bitlion $5oo bittion

Economy Strategies $246 bittion $246 bittion

Environment Strategies $31 bittion $188 bitlion $229 bittion

Note: Revenues may not sum to strategy investments due to rounding.

To advance the Ptan BayArea 2050+ Vision and meet or exceed state and federat p[anning
requirements, inctuding state-mandated GHG emissions reduction targets, setect strategies across
altfour elements have been refined to incorporate progress and insights from the pastthree years.
Ref inements to the transportation strategies incorporate recommendations from the parattetTransit
2050+ ptanning process, conducted in partnership with Bay Area transit operators to devetop a

comprehensive transit network and revamp the region's transit-re[ated strategies.

The Ptan Bay Area 2050+ strategies are organized into eleven key themes:

1 Existing economic devetopment revenues were not inventoried. $'l 1 bittion in existing transportation revenues are used
to support Environment strategies.
2 New revenues are estimates based upon Finat Blueprint strategies; estimates subject to change.

Plan Bay Area 2050+ Regionat
Revenues and lnvestments
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StrategyElement Theme

Transportation

Notice of Preparation
Draft EnvironmentaI lmpact Report for Ptan Bay Area 2050+ Attachment A

Maintain and
Optimize the
Existing System

Create Heatthy and

Safe Streets

9. Buitd a Comptete Streets Network
10. Advance Regionat Vision Zero Poticy through Street Design and Reduced

Speeds

BuiLd a Next-
Generation Transit
Network

Houslng

Protect and
Preserve Affordabte
Housing

1, Strengthen Renter Protections
2. Preserve Existing Attordabte Housing

Spur Houslng
Production at Att

lncome Levels

Create lncl.usive
Communities

7. Provide Targeted Mortgage, Rentat, and Smatt Business Assistance to Equity

Priority Communities
8. Acceterate Reuse of Pubtic and Community-Owned Land ror Mixed lncome

Housing and Essential Services

Economy

lmprove Economic
Mobitity

1. lmpLement a Statewide Guaranteed lncome
2. Expand lob Training and lncubator Programs

3. lnvest in High-Speed lnternet in Underserved Low-lncome Communities

Shiftthe Location ot
Jobs

4. Attow a Greater Mix ot Land Uses and Densities in GroMh Geographies

5. Provide lncentives to Emptoyers to Locate in Low-vMT Areas

6. Retain and lnvest in Key lndustrial Lands

Environment

Reduce Risks from
Hazards

1. Adapt to Sea Levet Rise

2. Provide Means-Based Financiat Support for Seismic, Witdfire, and Accessibil.ity

Home Retrofits
3. Provide Means-Based Financiat Support for Energy Decarbonization and Water

Efficiency Upgrades in Att Buitdings

Expand Access to
Parks and Open
Space

4. Maintain Urban GroMh Boundaries
5. Protect and Manage High-Vatue Conservation Lands

6. Expand Urban Greening in Communities

Reduce Ctimate
Emissions
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1. Operate and Maintain the Existing system
2. lmprove the Rider Experience through Transit Net\ivork lntegration
3. lmprove the Rider Experience through Refined Transfer Timing at (ey Regionat

H ubs

4. Enhance Security l.4easures and Improve Satety and Cleantiness on Transit

5. lmpLement Pricing Strategies to Manage Demand

6, Modernize Freeways and lnterchanges
7. Expand Freeways and Mitigate lmpacts
8. Advance Other Regionat Programs and Locat Priorities

11. Enhance Transit Frequency, Capacity and ReLiabitity

12. Expand Transit Services throughout the Region

3. Attow a Greater Mix of Housing Densities and Types in GroMh Geographies

4. Buitd Adequate Affordabte Housing to Ensure Homes for Att

5. lntegrate Alfordabte Housing into Att Major Housing Projects

6. Transform Aging Malts and Oflice Parks into Neighborhoods

7. Expand Commute Trip Reduction Programs at l'4ajor Emptoyers

8. Expand Ctean Vehicte lnitiatives
9. Expand Transportation Demand Management lnitiatives
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EQUIW AND PERFORMANCE OUTCOMES
Ptan Bay Area 2050+ is required by state mandates to accommodate future growth in a more
sustainable manner by reducing per capita GHG emissions and providing adequate housing for the
region's projected poputation growth at aL[ income [eve[s. To determine whether the plan is on track
to achieve its Vision, the ptan incLudes the same questions for each Guiding Principle from Plan Bay
Area 2050. These questions, shown below, are accompanied by draft metrics that are intended to aid
in the analysis of the plan's performance.

Aflorda bte

Guiding
Principte

Witt Bay Area residents
spend less on housing and

transportation?

Housing and Transponation Costs as Share of lncome
Transport Expenses perTrip

Witt the BayArea produce
and preserve more

atfordabte housing?

Share of Housingthat is Deed-Restricted Affordabte

Share of New Housing Production that is Deed-Restricted Affordabte

Share of At-Risk Affordabte Housing Preserved as Permanentty Affordabte

Connected

Witt Bay Area residents be

able to access their
destinations more easity?

Number and Share ol att Bay Area Jobs that are Accessibte by Frequent

Transit

Share of Househotds and Jobs Within 1/2 Mite of Frequent Transit

Witt Bay Area residents
have a transportation
system they can rety on?

Freeway corridor morning peak-hour travet time (minutes)

Share of Transit Assets Past Their Usetut Lile Benchmark

Diverse

Witt Bay Area communities
be more inctusive?

Share of households with tow incomes

Home Ownership Rate for HousehoLds with Low lncomes

Witt Bay Area residents be

able to stay in ptace?
Share of Neighborhoods (Tracts)that Experience Disptacement and

Gentrification between 2023 and 2050

Heatthy

Percent of househotds in risk-prone areas/buitdings that are
protected/retrofit

Reduction in buitding risk exposure to damage from earthquake or witdfire

Annuat incidents per one hundred thousand residents
Daity PM2.5 Emissions (TONs)

Parks and traits perthousand residents

Witt Bay Area residents be

heatthier and safer?

WiLt the environment of the
Bay Area be heaLthier and
safer?

DaiLy C02 Emissions Per Capita, Retative to 2005

Commute Mode Share

Etficiency of building stock, retative to 2023

Vibrant
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Witt the Bay Area economy
thrive?

Per Capita Gross Regionat Product

Growth in number oI jobs

Wittthe region's
downtowns recover from
the pandemic?

Change in ln-Person Workers, Visitors, and Residents by Downtown Area

Does the tocation of job growth shift toward GroMh Geographies?

Jobs to Housing Ratio

Question Metric
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