


 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 

The Project proposal is to amend the City’s Land Use and Development Code to create standards and procedures for 
regulating digital freeway billboard signs and an amendment to the City Gateways Design Master Plan to revise policies 
related to billboard development. The proposed amendments would: (1) identify digital freeway billboards as a conditionally 
permitted use within the City’s commercial and employment zoning districts on parcels abutting Interstate 80 in the 
Northeast Growth Area Overlay District and on parcels abutting Interstate 505 north of Vaca Valley Parkway; (2) require the 
removal of at least three billboard structures or four billboard sign faces, whichever is greater, or provide in-lieu benefits; (3) 
establish design requirements and objective development standards; (4) establish performance standards; and (5) authorize 
the City Council to enter into a Development Agreement and approve Conditional Use Permit and Major Design Review 
entitlements for digital freeway billboard applications. The proposed City Gateways Design Master Plan amendments would 
clarify that the City will continue to pursue the removal or relocation of static (standard) billboards and allow digital billboards 
if they enhance the freeway experience and provide offsetting benefits.  

In addition, the Project proposal includes a request from Clear Channel Outdoor (“Applicant”) to convert an existing 672 sq. 
ft. static (standard) freeway billboard into a 672 sq. ft. digital freeway billboard. The existing static billboard is part of a trio of 
static billboards located along eastbound Interstate 80 and north of Kilkenny Road in the Northeast Growth Area. The 
project would uninstall two (2) existing sign faces and replace them with two (2) digital sign faces. The sign faces would 
have a height of 14 ft. and a width of 48 ft. As proposed, the sign would operate 24 hours a day, seven days a week, and 
would have a maximum brightness level of 0.3 footcandles. As currently proposed by the Applicant, one existing static 
freeway billboard sign face would be removed. 

EXISTING CONDITIONS: 

The Project includes both vacant and developed land along a portion of the Interstate 80 and 505 corridors. These corridors 
provide vehicular access for residents and commuters in the region. On average, approximately 136,000 vehicles travel 
along Interstate 80 between Leisure Town Road and Midway Road. Another 30,500 travel along Interstate 505 between 
Vaca Valley Parkway and Midway Road on an average day. In Vacaville, there are 16 existing static (standard) billboards 
along Interstate 80 and no billboards along Interstate 505. These billboards are static and require maintenance and 
replacement to display new messages or advertisements. 

In addition, the Project site includes a conversion of an existing static (standard) billboard structure on a vacant agricultural 
property located southeast of Interstate 80 and approximately 400 feet north of Kilkenny Road. The site is generally flat. A 
dirt access road, irrigation ditch, and an approximately 4 ft. tall wire fence run the length of the western border parallel to 
Interstate 80. The site is primarily used for agricultural uses. Two other existing static billboards are also located on-site.  

WEBSITE INFORMATION: cityofvacaville.gov/DigitalBillboards 

POTENTIAL ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS: 

Pursuant to the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the City has conducted an Initial Study to 
evaluate the potential environmental impacts of the project. Based on City policies, standard conditions, technical studies 
prepared for the project, and other prior environmental documentation related to the project site and vicinity, the Initial 
Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration concludes that mitigation measures can be incorporated into the project to address 
potential impacts to aesthetics, geology, transportation, and tribal cultural resources, thereby reducing potential impacts to a 
less-than-significant level.
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