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Topics

 Unified Program Overview

 Laws and Regulations

 Common Violations

 Designated Operator-basics

 Ultra Low Sulfur Diesel Corrosion

 Electronic Reporting
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Solano County is your 

CUPA
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What are the CUPA Programs?

 Hazardous Materials Business Plan

 California Fire Code Hazardous 

Materials Management Plan (HMMP)

 Hazardous Waste Generator

 Underground Storage Tanks

 Aboveground Petroleum Storage Act

 Calif Accidental Release Program
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Underground Storage 

Tanks

-Rules and Regulations
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Where Are the Rules? 

 State Law - California Health and Safety Code (HSC), 

Division 20, Chapter 6.7

 Regulations – California Code of Regulations (CCR), 

Title 23, Division 3, Chapter 16

 Federal Law – U.S. Code, Title 42, Chapter 82, 

Subchapter IX

 Federal Regulations – 40 CFR Parts 280 and 281

 Revised July 2015, effective October 31, 2015
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New Federal Requirements

 Over and Above State Requirements:

 Effective 10/13/2015

 New notification requirements

 New testing requirements for repairs

 New Statistical Inventory Reconciliation 

requirements

 http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/water_issues/program

s/ust/tech_notices/docs/ca_fed_regs.pdf

 State Water Board will Update Regulations

 Estimated to be published in 2017
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Violation Consequences

 Administrative Enforcement Order (AEO)

 Civil Actions – Fines and legal restrictions

 Criminal Actions – Fines, imprisonment
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Possible Penalties

 An owner/operator - Up to $5,000 per day per tank 

per violation. HSC 25299(a), (b)

 Failure to obtain a permit

 Failure to repair, permit inspection, perform 

monitoring/testing, maintain records, report a release

 Abandoning a tank system (including piping)

 Improper closure of a tank system

 A Person - Up to $10,000 per day per tank per 

violation. HSC 25299 (d) and (e)

 Violation of a corrective action 

 Falsifies monitoring records

 Disables or tampers with leak detection system

 Jail time! 10



Typical Violations in 

Solano County
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The ‘Top’ Violations

 #7- Failure to have adequate overfill/spill 

prevention

 #6- Failure to provide annual leak detection 

system maintenance

 #5 - Failure to report adequate UST facility or 

tank information

 #4- Failure to have an owner/operator agreement
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The ‘Top’ Three Violations

 #3- Failure to report a suitable site 

monitoring plan

 #2- Failure to obtain an operating permit

 #1 - Most common: Failure to report or document 

financial responsibility option
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Underground Storage Tanks

-Designated Operator Basics
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Designated Operator 

 Why

 Every UST Facility must have a Designated Operator

 Who 

 Anyone who has passed the CA UST System 

Operator exam: International Code Council (ICC) 

 Role

 Designated by the tank owner is responsible for:  

 Conducting monthly visual inspections       

 Training facility employees
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Designated Operator 

 The Designated Operator (DO) is not 

considered the UST “operator” as defined in 

HSC Chapter 6.7, although the same person 

may hold both positions    

 HSC 25281(j):

 ‘Operator’ means any person in control of, or 

having daily responsibility for, the daily operation 

of an underground storage tank system.
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DO Monthly Visual Inspection…

 Prepare monthly report addressing:

 Verify Monitoring system operability  

 Review Alarm History   

 If monitoring system does not print the 

owner/operator is required to keep a manual 

written log of all alarms. 

 DO must review every month and attach a copy to 

the DO Monthly inspection summary report

 Research all alarms and assure that all have 

been responded to appropriately 
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…DO Monthly Visual Inspection…

 Inspect Spill Containers and UDCs  

 Inspect all containment sumps 

 Check for proper placement of sensors (lowest 

point)

 Note: Sumps with an alarm in the past month 

must be inspected

 Exception: if a qualified service technician 

responded to, and properly addressed, the cause 

of the alarm. Attach documentation verifying 

appropriate service.   

18



…DO Monthly Visual Inspection…

 Verify all required testing and maintenance have 

been completed and all testing certifications are 

onsite

 Monthly D/O checklist testing dates must match  

testing certifications onsite 

 Verify that all appropriate facility employees have 

been trained and documentation of training is 

available for inspector review

 Provide a copy of the report each month to owner or 

operator with detailed findings 
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…DO Monthly Visual Inspection

 Alert the owner/operator of any condition 

requiring follow-up

 Owner/operator of UST system is always 

responsible for any UST violation issued 

 Owner/operator shall maintain a copy of the 

report and all attachments for the previous 

12 months 
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DO Employee Training…

 Training required within 30 days of hire for 

new employees  

 Required refresher every 12 months  

 At least one trained facility employee must 

be present during normal operating hours  

 A list of trained facility employees shall be 

maintained onsite and include: 

 Training dates 

 Hiring dates for all employees hired after 7/1/05  
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…DO Employee Training

 Training shall include

 Operation of the UST system consistent 

with Best Management Practices

 Monitoring equipment operation and alarm 

response 

 Spill/overfills response procedures  

 Emergency contact information and 

procedures  

 Recordable verse Reportable release
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Working with Your DO
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DO Common Violations…

 Monthly Inspection Summary Reports not 

available for review

 Failure to attach monitoring system tapes/log 

to Monthly Inspection Summary Reports

 Failure to attach a maintenance receipt when 

applicable

 The Designated Operator is not ICC certified
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…DO Common Violations

 Incorrect testing dates on Monthly Inspection 

Summary Report

 Owner Statement of Designated Operator 

Compliance notification form has not been 

submitted to CUPA

 Facility employees are not trained 

 Training records are incomplete or not on-

site
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Underground Storage Tanks

Ultra Low Sulfur Diesel 

Corrosion Issues
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UST Program Information

 http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/water_issues/pro

grams/ust

 http://www.solanocounty.com/depts/rm/docu

ments/hazardous_materials.asp/
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Electronic Reporting:

Using CERS

The California Environmental 

Reporting System
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Guidance Letters, FAQs, Help 

 Guidance Letters-posted to CalEPA web site

 FAQs for Business and Regulator on CERS 

Central

 Help guides on CERS Central

 Training Portal (Requires a CERS Security 

Account)

 Your CUPA or PA

 CERS@calepa.ca.gov 
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UST SUBMITTALS
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Step one: Find CERS

Step two: Sign in

Step three: Start…
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Step 3 Making the Submittal: Start…
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Pick a Previous Submittal
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CERS Creates Draft Data
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Click to Make Changes

37



Financial Responsibility
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Don’t Renumber Tanks!

• Renumbering a tank creates a new tank record.  This 

means CERS shows more tanks than you actually have

• Extra tank records cannot be deleted after they are 

accepted

39



Entering Tank Information
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Uploading a Monitoring UST Site Plan

• Failure to provide a suitable Monitoring UST Site Plan is the 

third most common UST violation in Solano County- reported 

115 times  
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Uploading a Monitoring UST Site Plan
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Completing the UST Submittal Element
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Save and Submit
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Proof you are done…
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Get Help

 If you aren’t sure, get help

 Contact Soiano County CUPA at 707-784-

6765  
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Helpful Resources

 Solano County CUPA

 Website: 

https://www.solanocounty.com/depts/rm/environmental_hea

lth/hazmat/default.asp

 California Environmental Reporting System (CERS)

 CalCUPA Forum 

 Website: https://calcupa.org/video-library.html

 Sacramento CUPA YouTube Videos
 https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLuGev7RbJOmZbBBv1cgoSB9q-

EdQ76er_

 5 short video clips worth watching
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Solano County Department of Resource Management, 

Environmental Health Services Division

Contact the Hazardous Materials Staff at 707-784-6765

Questions?
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