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2020 CENSUS, IT’S JUST AROUND THE CORNER
) The U.S. Constitution mandates that a headcount occur every ten years, of
cUmted States everyone residing in: the 50 states, Puerto Rico, and the Island Areas of the United
ensus States. Itincludes people of all ages, races, ethnic groups, citizens, and
2 noncitizens. The next census occurs in 2020. The goal of the 2020 Census is to
count everyone once, only once, and in the right place. The population totals from
this census will determine the number of seats each state has in the House of Representatives. The
totals are also used to redraw states’ legislative districts.

The US Census Bureau is required to submit state

population totals to the President of the U.S. by December

31, 2020. The totals also affect funding, and data collected “ Approximately $675

in the census help inform decision makers how their billion in federal funding
community is changing. Approximately $675 billion in
federal funding is distributed to states and communities
each year based on census data. The Census Bureau further
states that approximately $20,000 is lost by states and local
governments for every person not counted in the census. In
addition to determining seats in the House, census data is
used by the federal government to allocate funds in many areas, including:

is distributed to states and
communities each year

based on census data. ,,

Title | grant funding to educational agencies (school districts)
Head Start programs

Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) program

Public transportation

Road rehabilitation and construction

Programs for the elderly

Emergency food and shelter

NEW TECHNOLOGY

In 2020, new technology will be used to
make it easier to respond to the

census. For the first time, people will be
able to respond online, by phone, or by
mail. The Census Bureau also states
that it will be automating its field
operations.
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2020 CENSUS TIMELINE AND KEY DATES
The following represents the operational timeline for the 2020 Census activity:

DATE

ACTION

November 1, 2017

Local update of Census addresses begins (Solano completed in March 2018)

October 1, 2018

Partnership specialists begin working for Census Bureau

January - March 2019

Open 40 new Census field offices

May 1, 2019

Complete County Committee established

June - September 2019

Open 208 Census field offices

August 1, 2019

Conduct in-field address canvassing

January 1, 2020

Advertising begins

March 1, 2020

Self-response begins

April 1, 2020

*** Census Day ***

May 1, 2020

Non-response follow-up begins

December 31, 2020

Apportionment counts to the U.S. President

March 31, 2021

Redistricting counts to the states

COMPLETE COUNT COMMITTEES (CCC)

California’s Complete Count effort is a statewide outreach and awareness campaign designed to
encourage and support full participation by all Californians in the upcoming 2020 Census. The state is
devoting significant resources to the campaign because California, with its very diverse populations that
risk being undercounted, faces the greatest barriers in the nation to ensure an accurate count and
therefore receiving its fair share of federal funding and Congressional representation. The state seeks to
reach the more than 13.5 million total households to raise awareness of the 2020 Census and motivate
the hardest to count residents to respond.
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Approximately $20,000 is
lost by states and local
governments for every
person not counted in the

The state is focusing its communication and outreach efforts
on the area of greatest need: communities historically
undercounted in the Census. These populations, called “hard
to count” (HTC), are least likely to respond to the Census
guestionnaire without specialized outreach and

assistance. The state’s goal is to meet or exceed the U.S.
Census Bureau’s nationwide target to achieve a 60.5% self-

response rate from people in all communities.

HTC census tracts are defined by the U.S. Census Bureau based on a range of housing, demographic, and
socioeconomic variables that correlate with undercounts. They include population density, and

percentage of:

Immigrants and foreign born
Linguistically isolated people
Persons who are not high school graduates
Person who are unemployed
Number of vacant housing units in an area
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B Specific ethnic and minority populations
B Renters and children
B Densely populated communities with multi-unit housing, public assistance
B Native Americans living on tribal lands

SOLANO COUNTY’S ROLE

The U.S. Census Bureau and California Government Operations Agency (GovOps) are requesting local
agency assistance and the formation of local Complete Count Committees to help market the 2020
Census and encourage participation in hard to reach communities. To facilitate this request GovOps is
allocating state funding to counties, including $145,572 allocated to Solano County to use toward
marketing and outreach efforts countywide. Solano County and its Cities are currently working to
establish a local Complete Count Committee and utilize the funding to ensure that as many people are
counted in the 2020 Census as possible.
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