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Venus Williams and Serena Williams 

Taught by their father on the dilapidated public courts of Compton, 
California, Venus and Serena Williams became world champions 
and Olympic gold medalists.  While breaking barriers for female 
athletes of color, the dynamic partners and rivals ushered a new 
era of power and athleticism in women’s professional tennis. 

Despite experiencing significant racism in a sport not known for 
diversity, elder sister Venus gained attention for her power serves 
and groundstrokes, becoming the first African American woman to 
be ranked No. 1 in the modern tournament era.  She pushes for 
equal prize money from both the French Open and 
Wimbledon.  Serena – who has said that Venus is “the only reason 
the Williams sisters exist” – has since surpassed her sister and now 
owns 23 Grand Slam singles titles, the most by any man or woman 
in modern tournament era.  She is widely considered the greatest 
women’s tennis player of all time. 

– USA Today 

Cesar Chavez: An American labor leader 

 

Cesar Chavez, born March 31, 1927, Yuma, Arizona, U.S.—died 
April 23, 1993, San Luis, Arizona, was an organizer of migrant 
American farmworkers and a cofounder with Delores Huerta of the 
National Farm Workers Association in 1962. Chavez, who was a 
farm laborer himself, grew up in a family of Mexican American 
descent. After his parents lost their farm during the Great 
Depression, the family moved to California, where they became 
migrant workers. He lived in a succession of migrant camps and 
attended school sporadically. 

After two years in the U.S. Navy during World War II, Chavez 
returned to migrant farmwork in Arizona and California. His initial 
training as an organizer was provided by the Community Services 
Organization (CSO) in California, a creation of Saul Alinsky’s 
Industrial Areas Foundation. In 1958 Chavez became general 
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director of the CSO, but he resigned four years later to cofound the 
NFWA. In September 1965 he began leading what became a five-
year strike by California grape pickers and a nationwide boycott of 
California grapes that attracted liberal support from throughout the 
country.  Subsequent battles with lettuce growers, table-grape 
growers, and other agribusinesses generally ended with the signing 
of bargaining agreements. In 1966 the NFWA merged with an 
American Federation of Labor – Congress of Industrial 
Organizations (AFL-CIO) group to form the United Farm Workers 
Organizing Committee. In 1971 this organization became the 
United Farm Workers (UFW). 

By the late 1960s the Teamsters Union had recognized an 
opportunity in Chavez’s success. It entered the fields as a rival 
organizer, signing up farmworkers for its own union. In 1972 
Chavez sought assistance from the AFL-CIO, which offered help 
against the inroads being made by the Teamsters. After much 
conflict—both in the fields and in the courts—the UFW signed a 
peace pact with the Teamsters in 1977, giving the UFW the sole 
right to organize farmworkers and field-workers.       

 – Source, Britannica 

Information this week 

Traffic advisory 

 

Caltrans is scheduled to alternately close eastbound and 
westbound State Route 37 (SR-37) on four consecutive weekends 
starting the weekend of Friday, April 12. During the 55-hour 
weekend full highway closures, Caltrans will perform major 
pavement repair work on eastbound and westbound SR-37 
between Solano and Sonoma counties. One traffic direction on SR-

  

  



37 will be worked on at a time. Detours will be in effect. All work is 
weather dependent. 

Weekend closure on WB SR-37 is scheduled on the weekend 
of April 12 & April 19. WB SR-37 will be closed and traffic 
detoured beginning at the WB SR-37 Connector Off-ramp to SR-29 
in Vallejo. 

Closures will start Friday April 12 at 9 p.m. and conclude on the 
following Monday, April 15 at 4 a.m. 

The following weekend, closures will start Friday, April 19 at 9 
p.m. and conclude the following Monday, April 22 at 4 a.m. 

WB SR-37 DETOUR: 

Motorists traveling westbound on SR-37 will need to exit right onto 
northbound SR-29 (Sonoma Blvd) in Vallejo and continue on NB 
SR-29 (Broadway) in American Canyon to SR-29/SR-12; then turn 
left and continue on SR-12/SR-121 (Carneros Hwy/Fremont Dr); 
turn left on SR-121 (Arnold Drive) and make a right back onto WB 
SR-37. 

EB SR-37 DETOUR: 

 

Weekend closures on eastbound (EB) SR-37 is scheduled on the 
weekend of April 26 & May 3. EB SR-37 will be closed and traffic 
detoured beginning at the NB SR-121 (Sears Point) in Sonoma. 

Closures will start Friday April 26 at 10 p.m. and conclude on the 
following Monday April 29 at 5 a.m. 



The following weekend, closures will start Friday, May 3 at 10 
p.m. and conclude on the following Monday, May 6 at 5 a.m. 

EB SR-37 DETOUR: 

Motorists traveling eastbound on SR-37 will need to exit left onto 
northbound SR-121 in Sonoma; Make a right on SR-12/SR-
121(Carneros Hwy) and continue; Right on SR-12/SR-29; Enter left 
for the connector loop Off-ramp back to EB SR-37. 

Please note that all work is weather dependent. The weekends of 
May 3 and May 10 are scheduled as contingency if any scheduled 
work is delayed or postponed. 

If you have a question or want to share a concern about the project, 
please call the SR-37 Pave Project Hotline (510) 286-0319. 

You can also learn more about the SR-37 Paving Project on our 
Caltrans Bay Area project webpage at; www.37pave.com  

Solano Senior Fraud Prevention Center 
Solano County offers a Senior Fraud Prevention 
Center, a one-stop shop for all the information 
Solano County seniors—and their families—
need to prevent financial elder abuse, empower 
seniors to fight back, and stop scammers in 
their tracks. 

http://www.37pave.com/


 

For more information, click here. 

Solano County will host multiple Earth 
Day Cleanup Events 

Solano County will host 
multiple Earth Day Cleanup 
Events in its 
annual celebration of Earth 
Day on April 20. Eleven 
cleanup sites are planned 
across the County, at 

locations from Blue Rock Springs Park in Vallejo to Suisun City’s 
waterfront to Lake Solano County Park in the coast range hills. 
Benicia will hold its Earth Day Cleanup on Saturday, April 27. 

Each year, Solano County Earth Day Cleanup volunteers spend a 
morning removing between 5,000 - 10,000 pounds of trash and 

https://solano.networkofcare.org/aging/index.aspx


recyclables from community parks, trails, roadsides, and 
waterways. 

This event is open to all who want to contribute to a positive change 
in our communities and help make Solano “clean and green”. 

Organizers welcome individuals, families and organized groups. 
Students, retirees, service and sport clubs, businesses and 
churches are all regular participants in this community-wide effort to 
care for our county. 

Interested volunteers can find details about site locations, contacts 
and event times can be found by clicking here.  

Court seeks jurors for 2024- 2025 Civil 
Grand Jury 

The Honorable Alesia Jones, Presiding Judge of the Superior Court 
of Solano County, announces the Court is seeking volunteers to 
serve as jurors on the 2024-2025 Civil Grand Jury. 

Residents who have lived in the county for one year, are a United 
States citizen and are 18 years of age or older, may apply for 
service. The grand jury is an historic institution and serves an 
important role in our society. It is sometimes referred to as the 
“watchdog” of the community. It functions as an arm of the 
judicial branch of government and operates under the authority of 
the Solano Superior Court. 

The grand jury investigates and reports on the operations, 
accounts, and records of local government and has the power to 
investigate citizen complaints about local government. Empowered 
by the judicial branch, the grand jury is a fact-finding body that 
develops meaningful solutions to a wide range of governmental 
issues, thereby facilitating positive change in the community. 

Although this is primarily a civic responsibility, grand jurors are paid 
a $20 per diem and are paid mileage reimbursement for each 
authorized meeting. 

Persons interested in applying may contact Cheryl Clower at the 
Office of the Grand Jury at (707) 435-2575 or visit the 
Court’s website at www.solano.courts.ca.gov and obtain an 
application online. The application deadline for submission is 
May 31, 2024 

California Alternate Rates for Energy 
(CARE) Program 

The California Alternate Rates for Energy (CARE) program is 
a monthly discount of 20% or more on gas and electricity. 

https://www.cleanupsolano.org/


Participants qualify by meeting income guidelines or enrolling in 
certain public assistance programs. 

For more information and/or to apply, click here.  

Internship for high school students 
Bay Area high school 
students are invited to apply 
to the Norman Mineta Bay 
Area Summer Academy, a 
five-week paid internship 

with MTC, the Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG), the 
Bay Conservation and Development Commission (BCDC) and the 
Bay Area Air Quality Management District (Air District). 

The program kicks off at the Bay Area Metro Center on July 8, 
2024, and over the course of the subsequent five weeks, students 
will learn how regional agencies deals with issues like 
environmental justice, housing and transportation equity, 
community health, and social justice. High school students are 
encouraged to apply before the application deadline on April 28, 
2024.(link is external) 

To apply for the Bay Area Summer Academy, students must: 

• Live and attend high school in the Bay Area. 

• Be at least 16 years old. 

• Have completed the ninth grade by July 2024. 

• Be able to attend online and in-person seminars and 
present on a topic related to the seminars.  

• Have the permission of a parent or guardian to participate if 
the student is under 18. 

Enrollment is limited, and selections will emphasize a diversity of 
perspectives from students across the Bay Area. Grade point 
averages are not considered. 

Notice of Public Availability of 2023 
Refinery Flare Minimization Plan Annual 
Updates 
The Bay Area Air Quality 
Management District is 
releasing the 2023 Flare 
Minimization Plan (FMP) Annual Updates for public review and 
comment. The five Bay Area refineries prepared these plans 
subject to Regulation 12, Rule 12: Flares at Refineries. 

Under Regulation 12-12, each FMP Annual Update must include: 

https://www.pge.com/en/account/billing-and-assistance/financial-assistance/california-alternate-rates-for-energy-program.html?cid=ps_resi_goog_all_care_20240122&gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjw2PSvBhDjARIsAKc2cgMsO44LeGVQQ29O2EBdnwDByw8D4fEtn-Hpa5Q6jf7N2FO5Ts3AqoIaAv4eEALw_wcB
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttp-3A__click.connect.baaqmd.gov_-3Fqs-3D0f951cdc16ed048baee589484f4c68ad53b07fb6e1d68da2305fdf741d0f9483170c9a278cbe875e973ab98f6794743e%26d%3DDwMCaQ%26c%3De71KFwQiz1Uq9SWN1ahPySYgwkr698SChpwjtuH1HMQ%26r%3D48NZQRVjDaCv2Gmw1i8mvQn7NW6JCZtzEbrr50kmpyo%26m%3DUE31Lvv6NMeWzV_DwDKoYFc3yHnEeDAS81Uid9xmj0lnzi9rh_3oN2Mozr9H0eaj%26s%3Duo-x7A5EAJ_fjK5ObBlBlNlgLpI2G_7fzfGiaH4INWk%26e%3D&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ccdd6a60af09f4ed7857808dc42d06593%7C5e7f20ace5f14f838c3bce44b8486421%7C0%7C0%7C638458710025708572%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VPsM3EWXfIxx2Vx%2B436W5rU%2F%2Bd6a3HfBO44kF27MAbQ%3D&reserved=0


• New prevention measures identified during investigations 
of flaring events that occurred during the period July 1, 
2022 – June 30, 2023; 

• A description of the prevention measures previously taken 
or currently planned to reduce flare emissions at the 
refinery; 

• Commitment to implement all new feasible prevention 
measures expeditiously; and 

• A 30-day public comment review period 

The plan updates are now available for review on the Air 
District's Flare Minimization Plans web page.  

The deadline to submit public comments regarding the 2023 FMP 
Annual Updates is April 8, 2024. 

Comments can be submitted the following ways: 

• Mail to BAAQMD–FMP Update Public Comment, 375 Beale 
Street, Suite 600, San Francisco, CA  94105 

• Email to compliance@baaqmd.gov 

Be sure to identify which refinery, or refineries, your comment 
is applicable to. 

After consideration of public comments received, the Air District will 
evaluate each refinery’s Flare Minimization Plan Annual Update to 
determine whether it meets the requirements of Regulation 12-12 
and will take final action in accordance with the regulation. 

For any additional information, please visit the Air District 
website or email compliance@baaqmd.gov 

2024-25 College Journalism Network 
Fellowship 

Are you an undergraduate 
student journalist at a 
California college or 
university? Do you want to 

gain valuable experience covering higher education, work with 
other student journalists from around the state and see your stories 
published by CalMatters? 

The CalMatters College Journalism Network is hiring fellows for its 
2024-2025 cohort, which begins mid-August and runs through May. 

You will take part in ambitious joint reporting projects with other 
fellows, as well as covering stories on your own. And you’ll receive 
training in reporting, higher education policy and navigating the 
journalism industry. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttp-3A__click.connect.baaqmd.gov_-3Fqs-3D0f951cdc16ed048b7ff8c5cc344530c5e27c827627c196c9283c4c7f0e8458f71ae8f971a8e1332f2015b3f4373db4f4%26d%3DDwMCaQ%26c%3De71KFwQiz1Uq9SWN1ahPySYgwkr698SChpwjtuH1HMQ%26r%3D48NZQRVjDaCv2Gmw1i8mvQn7NW6JCZtzEbrr50kmpyo%26m%3DUE31Lvv6NMeWzV_DwDKoYFc3yHnEeDAS81Uid9xmj0lnzi9rh_3oN2Mozr9H0eaj%26s%3Da7OUK9pFtyN2rYZKsdP2HnA5Xpbc6efcwkCEOpOjhy4%26e%3D&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ccdd6a60af09f4ed7857808dc42d06593%7C5e7f20ace5f14f838c3bce44b8486421%7C0%7C0%7C638458710025715273%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=psJ62OnrUjtytL2t3MEzyfR628C6INiz6tpyy0ygkb0%3D&reserved=0
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttp-3A__click.connect.baaqmd.gov_-3Fqs-3D0f951cdc16ed048b4293a5f34444124087ce4c0fe345ba09b06987ed996977771e0853f7cd00ff6c35998a10b6028b19%26d%3DDwMCaQ%26c%3De71KFwQiz1Uq9SWN1ahPySYgwkr698SChpwjtuH1HMQ%26r%3D48NZQRVjDaCv2Gmw1i8mvQn7NW6JCZtzEbrr50kmpyo%26m%3DUE31Lvv6NMeWzV_DwDKoYFc3yHnEeDAS81Uid9xmj0lnzi9rh_3oN2Mozr9H0eaj%26s%3DmiyX5NVmcqvjtXiZiXlu_spbITdB9Q6EMXw-nOmGaV0%26e%3D&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ccdd6a60af09f4ed7857808dc42d06593%7C5e7f20ace5f14f838c3bce44b8486421%7C0%7C0%7C638458710025721955%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ukyEsF%2BwlEOeYe49%2BHURtdNax2vZTJhbZAIt0Nfyo1o%3D&reserved=0
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Fellows devote an average of 10-15 hours per week to the remote 
fellowship, with a flexible schedule and a stipend of $1200 per 
month. Expect to attend weekly, virtual newsroom meetings with 
the rest of the CJN team, and at least one in-depth, expenses-paid 
training in Sacramento at the beginning of the program. 

Applications are due by midnight PST on Friday, April 12. 

In lieu of a formal cover letter, please answer the following 
questions and attach your responses as part of your application. If 
you have any questions or concerns please 
contact cjn@calmatters.org.  

• Why do you want to be part of the CalMatters College 
Journalism Network? 

• What is one issue affecting students that you think hasn’t 
been reported enough? Why do you think it’s important? 
Pitch us a higher education story with a brief plan of how 
you’d cover it. 

• The College Journalism Network seeks to recruit a team of 
student journalists that reflects the diversity of California. 
What we mean by diversity includes, but is not limited to: 
race and ethnicity, geography, gender, sexual orientation, 
life experience, ability, skill set and type of college. How 
would you contribute to that diversity? 

• Is there anything else you would like us to know? 

To apply, click here.  

 

Public hearings 

City of Benicia to host community 
meetings on Industrial Safety Ordinance 

mailto:cjn@calmatters.org
https://calmatters.org/about/jobs/2024-25-cjnfellow/


 

The Benicia City Council has appointed a Council Subcommittee 
consisting of Vice Mayor Terry Scott and Councilmember Kari 
Birdseye, with Fire Chief Josh Chadwick to create an Industrial 
Safety and Health Ordinance (ISO) for the city of Benicia. 

As part of the ISO development process, the subcommittee is 
conducting public outreach, gathering input from key stakeholders, 
and consulting with subject matter experts in the field of industrial 
safety. 
 
There will be a virtual community outreach meeting 
on Wednesday, April 3 from 6 to 7 p.m. To join the meeting, 
visit https://tinyurl.com/yxb39xv6 and use passcode 162947. 
 
To learn more about the project and the public engagement 
process, please visit the City's public engagement 
website, www.EngageBenicia.com. 

 

Updates from around Solano County 

Youth Ride Free 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88149002677?pwd=MnpuVjRDdXJ6MTFXdDl5ZExzSkNPdz09
https://engagebenicia.com/en/


 

Beginning, Monday, April 1, 2024, all youth ages 6-18 will have free 
fares on all Solano County Transit (SolTrans) Local Routes and 
SolanoExpress Lines. 

This is a pilot program that will run from April 2024 through June 
2025. In the Spring of 2025, staff will return to the SolTrans Board 
with directions on whether to fully adopt the Youth Free Fare or not. 
The pilot’s goals are to promote access to public transit to a new 
generation, increase attendance at the local school districts, and 
grow ridership. 

For routes, click here.  

2024 Solano Student Art Showcase 
The Solano County Office of Education 
Youth Development Department is hosting 
their 2024 Solano Student Art Showcase, 
with the goal of recognizing youth 
resilience during COVID by supporting all 
types of youth artists and to promote 
mental wellness in addition to alcohol, 

tobacco, and other drug prevention through art. 

The live event will have performances of spoken word, music, 
dance and theater, as well as informational booths from community 
partners. It will take place from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., 
Saturday, May 18, Solano County Fairgrounds Drive inside 
McCormack Hall, 900 Fairgrounds Dr., Vallejo. 

For more information, visit the website Solano Student Art 
Showcase. 

Girls on the Rise 

https://soltrans.org/
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The Girls on the Rise: Find Your Place in the Legal Field will be an 
exciting in-person event where participants will delve into the 
dynamic world of law! This event offers a unique opportunity, for 
young women ages 15 to 25, to connect with influential women 
leaders, gain valuable insights into the legal field, experience a 
courtroom tour, and engage in thought-provoking discussions. 

Whether a high school student, recent graduate, or simply 
interested in exploring various career paths in the legal field, this 
forum is tailored to meet your needs. 

The event will take place from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Saturday May 4, at 
the Solano County Event Center 601 Texas Street, Fairfield.  

To register, click here.  

Solano County In-Home Supportive 
Services (IHSS) survey 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/girls-on-the-rise-find-your-place-in-the-legal-field-tickets-845317586657


 

The Solano County In-Home Supportive Services (IHSS) program 
invites the community to take part in a customer service survey. 
This survey is being conducted to collect feedback in order to 
understand how IHSS can improve its services, while also being 
able to support and provide the community with a better experience 
as a client or provider.   

All responses will be kept anonymous and confidential. This 
survey should take about 10 minutes to complete. Participants who 
complete this survey will have the option to participate in a raffle 
drawing for a gift card. 

Participants may also complete this survey in-person at 275 Beck 
Avenue, Fairfield, CA 94533. Please complete this survey by 
Friday April 5. 

For clients, click here. 

For providers, click here.  

https://solanocounty.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_55OBXGXVE8xgkwS
https://solanocounty.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_dnDoJ2r8lxJWDvo


2024 Congressional Art Competition 
Each spring, a nationwide high 
school art competition is 
sponsored by the Members of the 
U.S. House of 
Representatives.  The 
Congressional Art Competition is 
a great way to showcase our 
students’ creative efforts and 
provide recognition for the artistic 
talent throughout our district. The 
2024 deadline to submit is 
April 19th at 5:00 PM 
PT. Submissions must be 
dropped off at either 
Congressman John Garamendi's 
Fairfield or Vallejo district offices 

before 5 PM on Friday, April 19. To drop off your artwork at 
Garamendi's Richmond office, please call 510-620-1001 to arrange 
a time to do so. 

The following is a summary of the Congressional Art Competition 
rules: 

Artwork must be two-dimensional. Each framed artwork can be no 
larger than 26 inches high, 26 inches wide, and 4 inches deep. If 
your artwork is selected as the winning piece, it must arrive in 
Washington, DC, framed. Even when framed, it must still measure 
no larger than the above maximum dimensions. No framed piece 
should weigh more than 15 pounds. 

Accepted mediums for the two-dimensional artwork are as follows: 

• Paintings: oil, acrylics, watercolor, etc. 

• Drawings: colored pencil, pencil, ink, marker, pastels, 
charcoal (It is recommended that charcoal and pastel 
drawings be fixed.) 

• Collages: must be two dimensional 

• Prints: lithographs, silkscreen, block prints 

• Mixed Media: use of more than two mediums such as 
pencil, ink, watercolor, etc. 

• Computer-generated art 

• Photographs 

Each entry must be original in concept, design, and execution and 
may not violate U.S. copyright laws. Any entry that has been copied 
from an existing photo or image (including a painting, graphic, or 
advertisement) that was created by someone other than the student 
is a violation of the competition rules and will not be accepted. 

Work entered must be in the original medium (that is, not a 
scanned reproduction of a painting or drawing). Artwork must be 



the creation of a single student. Students may not collaborate on an 
entry. 

The 8th district includes parts of the Bay Area counties of Contra 
Costa County and Solano County, including the cities 
of Vallejo, Fairfield, Richmond and parts of Martinez. 

For more information, click here.  

Blues, Brews & BBQ Cook-off 

 

The third annual Blues, Brews, and BBQ Cook-off is back on April 
20 from 12 to 4 p.m. on the County Green in downtown 
Vallejo.  This promises to be a great time, so mark your calendar. 

Sip on ice cold adult beverages, savor the smoky goodness of BBQ 
and other yummy eats, and groove to the smooth sounds of 
Ideateam! 

For more information, and/or to buy tickets, click here.  

School Water Education Program (SWEP) 
The Solano Resource 
Conservation District is offering 
is the School Water Education 
Program (SWEP), which 
provides education to K-12 
students about drinking water, 

stormwater, and water conservation. The program also provides 
free resources to teachers, including two annual award-winning 
Project WET curriculum trainings. 

To learn more, click here.  

https://garamendi.house.gov/services/art-competition
https://www.fairfield.ca.gov/our-city/city-events/blues-brews-bbq
https://www.solanorcd.org/projects-and-programs/education/swep.html


Solano Behavioral Health seeking 
qualified vendors for specialty mental 
health services 

As a result of several initiatives requiring the 
need to expand capacity for mental health and 
co-occurring substance use services within 
Solano County, Behavioral Health will release a 
new Request for Proposals (RFP) this month. 

The County will be seeking qualified behavioral 
health provider agencies (Proposers) for Specialty BH Services 
Programs to provide services and support for clients across the 
lifespan, delivered in a recovery-oriented, culturally-responsive, and 
trauma informed manner. These SMHS programs will provide: 

• Full Service Partnership/FSP: highest level of outpatient 
service intensity for children and adults, and/or 

• Outpatient (OP)/Case Management: moderate level 
intensity services for children and adults.  

The goal is that services are comprehensive, coordinated, 
evidence-based, peer and family informed, engaging and do 
whatever it takes to ensure positive outcomes for those Behavioral 
Health serves. 

To apply, click here.  

Solano County Kindness Campaign video 
contest 
The Solano County District Attorney's 
Office is hosting a kindness campaign, 
which is open to all 7th through 
12th grade students in Solano County.  

Submit a video between 30 seconds 
to two minutes in length that 
expresses what the power of kindness 
can accomplish in your community. 
Hatred and bullying can pop up 
anywhere. How can the power of 
kindness be used in our schools, homes and communities to make 
a positive difference?  If you had the power of kindness, what would 
you do with it? 

Video must focus on how kindness can make a positive difference 
against bullying and negative behavior and videos must include 
creator's names, school affiliation, and name of teacher or staff 
advisor with entry. 

https://procurement.opengov.com/portal/solanocounty/projects/84191


Also include a short explanation of your video, either in the body of 
your email submission or attached as a word document.  For 
example, tell us about the inspiration for your project and provide 
the backstory if you feel it will aid the judging panel. 

The submission deadline is April 24. Finalist will be invited to 
attend the ceremony on: May 6. 

Please submit your video by a shared link (Google drive, Dropbox, 
etc.) to SCDAKindness@solanocounty.com and the signed Media 
Photo Release Form.  
 
Please click here to download and print the "Media Photo Release 
Form." 
 
Also, if you are having trouble submitting the video through a 
shared link and/or have questions, 
email SCDAKindness@solanocounty.com. 

Solano-Napa Habitat for Humanity hiring 
chief operating officer 

The Solano-Napa Habitat 
for Humanity is currently 
hiring for several positions, 
including a chief operating 
officer (COO). The COO 
will report directly to the 
Executive Director and will 
provide key leadership in 
all program areas. This is 
a full-time, salaried 

position with benefits.  

For more information, and/or to apply, click here.  

Anything Goes 

mailto:SCDAKindness@solanocounty.com
http://www.solanocounty.com/civica/filebank/blobdload.asp?BlobID=40568
mailto:SCDAKindness@solanocounty.com
https://solanonapahabitat.org/about/career-opportunities/


 

Solano College Theatre (SCT) is pleased to announce its spring 
musical Anything Goes directed by SCT’s Artistic Director Christine 
Mani. 
 
Anything Goes is a rousing musical set aboard the ocean liner S.S. 
American. This show tells the riotous story of nightclub singer and 
former evangelist, Reno Sweeney, whose pal Billy Crocker has 
stowed away to be near his love Hope Harcourt ... who is already 
engaged to the wealthy Lord Evelyn Oakleigh. Joining this love 
triangle on board are Public Enemy #13, Moonface Martin, and her 
sidekick-in-crime Erma. With the help of some elaborate disguises, 
tap-dancing sailors, and good old-fashioned blackmail, Reno and 
Moonface join forces to help Billy in his quest to win Hope’s heart. 
 
This production features a new adventure into inclusion–student-
actors will be interpreting the entire show into ASL as they perform.  



It runs April 19 to May 5 with Friday and Saturday shows at 
7:30 p.m. and Sunday matinees at 2 p.m. There will also be a 
Thursday evening show on April 25 at 7:30 p.m. 

For more information or to purchase tickets, visit 
www.solano.edu/theatre or call (707) 864-7000 ext. 4466. 

Arts Benicia 
Arts Benicia is expected to open two new 
exhibitions, including Explorations in 
Monochromatic Art, a juried exhibition with 
artwork built mainly of a single-color hue, 
and selected by Leah Rosenburg, opens on 

Saturday, March 16 in the downstairs galleries. 

Paintings, textiles, metal, concrete and ceramic sculptures, prints, 
and photography are represented among the 70 works in the show. 

In the upstairs galleries, Arts Benicia will present Randall Sexton 
with The Outsiders, featuring work by the late Sexton and by 
members of The Outsiders, a plein air group with whom he painted. 
The Outsiders included Sexton, Nikki Basch Davis, Jerrold Turner, 
Warren Dreher, Raymond Jackson, William Rushton, and Judy 
Molyneux.   

The Arts Benicia Gallery is located at 1 Commandant’s Lane, 
Benicia, in the Commanding Officer’s Quarters, in the historic 
Benicia Arsenal. Gallery hours are Thursday through Sunday, 1 to 
5 pm. Visitors are invited to walk throughout the historic mansion 
built in 1860, an important and interesting part of our town’s history. 
For more information visit https://artsbenicia.org 

Arts Benicia also offers art classes for adults and youth, many of 
which are open to beginners. Consider checking out the new 
classes listed on our website. For full listings, please 
visit https://artsbenicia.org/adult-
classes and https://artsbenicia.org/youth-art-classes 

Interested in sponsoring a program with Arts Benicia? The support 
of local businesses and donors is essential to the quality and reach 
of our programs. To find out more about sponsoring an Arts Benicia 
exhibition or program, please get in touch by 
emailing  info@artsbenicia.org 

Senior Rally Day 

You are invited to participate in Senior Rally Day 2024 
on Wednesday, May 8 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  The Virtual Rally will 
feature presentations from Legislators, State Leaders and Aging 
and Disability Leaders.  This year’s focus will be on legislation and 
budget requests that impact older and disabled adults. 

https://artsbenicia.org/
https://artsbenicia.org/adult-classes
https://artsbenicia.org/adult-classes
https://artsbenicia.org/youth-art-classes
mailto:info@artsbenicia.org


This event is open to all.  To register, click here.  

 

Upcoming events in Solano County 

Holi festival - Benicia 

 

The Holi festival of colors will take place from 2 to 5pm, Sunday 
April 7 at city park along First Street in Benicia. The event will be 
hosted by the non-profit Helping Hand Indo-American. 

Annual H.O.P.E. Resource Fair 

https://4csl.org/senior-rally-day/registration/


 

The city of Fairfield's Homeless Services Division is partnering with 
the Police HIT, Kaiser Permanente, and Bay North Church of 
Christ, for the annual Homeless Outreach Partnership Event 
(H.O.P.E.). The event will be on April 3 from 10am to 2pm at the 
Bay North Church of Christ on 2100 Pennsylvania Ave. in 
Fairfield.  

There will be several resources available including Medi-Cal, Cal-
Fresh services, Veteran Homeless Services, vaccines and 
microchips for animals, mobile showers, and more.  

FAST will be providing free rides for individuals or families 
interested in attending. To use this service, board Route 3 at the 
Fairfield Transportation Center from 10 am to 2 pm and let the 
driver know you are going to the HOPE event.  

If you are interested in volunteering at the event, contact Arianne 
Irucuta, at airucuta@fairfield.ca.gov or (707) 428-77679. 

"A Mystery" 

mailto:airucuta@fairfield.ca.gov


 

Fairfield Poet Laureate Suzanne Bruce in collaboration with the 
Fairfield-Suisun City Visual Arts Association invites you to write a 
poem to an art piece from the exhibit: 

A Mystery 

Exhibition dates: April 10 – May 18. Art Reception and Poetry 
Reading will take place on Saturday, April 20, from 4 to 6pm. 
Solano Town Center Gallery, 1350 Travis Blvd., #D-8, Fairfield, CA 
(inside the Solano Town Center Mall). 



Art will not be up for this exhibit until April 9th. Art can then be seen 
at the Gallery : Gallery opened Wednesday- Sunday 11 a.m. to 6 
p.m. or by clicking here.  

Benicia Parkinson's Expo 

In recognition of April being Parkinson’s Awareness Month, the 
Benicia Parkinson’s Expo will be held on Saturday, April 13 in 
City Park at First and K Streets. The Expo is open to the public 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

The expo will bring together different companies and service 
organizations who provide our local communities with solutions and 
resources to help with their journey. 
 
The annual fundraiser, the Bill Cawley Memorial Walk, held in 
conjunction with the expo, is in honor of one of the founders of the 
Benicia Parkinson’s Support group. Check- in starts at 8:30 a.m. 
The walk will be around the perimeter of City Park. Prizes will be 
awarded for those completing the most laps. 

The $30 participation fee for the walk will include a t-shirt. This 
donation will be used to increase awareness of Parkinson’s 
Disease, support local and Northern California programs, and 
provide educational materials, seminars, and events. 

To register, click here. The expo is free to the public. 

Part 2 of Inspiration-Reversal 

https://www.fvaa-arts.org/shop-2
https://www.beniciaparkinsons.support/


 

On February 10th, 29 poets read their own poem to an audience of 
fellow poets, artists, musicians. Artists and musicians then chose a 
poem from which to create an art piece or a musical score. This 
was Part 1. 

Every single poem will have a representation of either art or music. 

Part 2 is Art and Music Reveal Day, which will take place from 10 
a.m. to noon, Saturday, April 13, Dunnell Burton Center, 3351 
Hilborn Road, Fairfield. 

29th Annual Benicia Classic Car Show 



 

The Benicia High School Band Boosters will be presenting the 29th 
Annual Benicia Classic Car Show on Sunday, April 21 on the First 
Street Green located at the corner of 1st St and East B St in 
Benicia. The event runs from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

This event is the biggest fundraiser to support the high school 
marching band, color guard, jazz, and concert music programs. The 
show displays American-made 1989 and earlier vehicles. The 
picnic-like event usually draws 5,000 spectators. There will be 
oldies-type music, silent auction, prizes, and awards as well as our 
own high school traveling musicians. Spectator attendance is free.  

For more information, click here. 

Kyle Hyland Foundation Super 60s70s 
Celebration 

https://www.classiccarshowbenicia.com/


 

The Kyle Hyland Foundation for Teen Support will host a Super 
60's/70's Celebration from 6 to 10 p.m., Saturday, May 4. The 
celebration will include a dessert auction, and dance party with a 
live band.  

The celebration will take place at the Hyland Teen Center, 1135 
Church Street in Benicia. 

To buy a ticket, click here. For more information about the 
foundation, click here.  

Upon Words 

https://checkout.square.site/merchant/4KM17RFQ66NM8/checkout/FQTLIX36I3P7RIWUG7RMVUKT
https://kylehyland.com/


 

Fairfield Poet Laureate Suzanne Bruce invites you to an afternoon 
of poetry called Upon Words with Bay Area poets Rosa Lane and 
Erin Rodoni.  

Open Mic to follow. The event will take place from 3 to 5 p.m., 
Saturday, May 11, Fairfield Civic Center Library, 1150 Kentucky 
Street, Fairfield. 

 

Events I attended this week 



Saturday, March 23, I drove to the Ranch to the Easter Egg Hunt 
Event. Unfortunately, the event was rained out. I always enjoy the 
Easter Egg Hunts, watching the kids gather the eggs. I was just as 
sad as the children, when the Hunt did not happen. 

Resource management received a grant and sponsored a 
giveaway. At the Pedrotti ACE Hardware store, folks could receive 
a free 1-pound propane canister that is reusable. KUIC was 
broadcasting from the Benicia site. There were awnings set up to 
keep us dry. By noon most of the canisters were gone. Met new 
people and said hi to friends.  

Then I went to City Park (Benicia) where the Fiestas Primavera was 
being held. Wonderful event. Great music and dancing, lots of 
vendors, activities for the kids, and food trucks. I just liked being 
outside. 

My last stop was going to the CAC Benicia (Community Action 
Council) to pick up the Chili Lunch/Dinner fundraiser, food. I picked 
up a ceramic bowl, chili, and cornbread. After a long day, it was 
nice to go home and eat a home cooked meal. 

Sunday, March 24, I attend the Cal Maritime’s Women Making 
History activity. Most women after eating a light lunch, were taught 
to create a collage that represents themselves. I sat with some 
friends I had not seen for a long time and talked. The afternoon was 
very relaxing. The view of the water is very soothing. It was just 
nice and quiet. 

 

Looking for a job? Consider these links 

If you or someone you know is looking for a job, please consider a 
career with Solano County. Click HERE to access the website and 
follow on Facebook @SolanoCountyJobs. Please also consider 
these other employment resources, including: 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
CITY OF BENICIA 
CITY OF FAIRFIELD 
CITY OF VALLEJO 
SOLANO COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
BENICIA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
FAIRFIELD-SUISUN UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
VALLEJO SCHOOL DISTRICT 
POST OFFICE 
GREATER VALLEJO RECREATION DISTRICT 
YOUTH JOBS CORPS 
CALIFORNIA CONSERVATION CORPS 
SOLANO RESOURCE CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
FAIRFIELD-SUISUN SEWER DISTRICT 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__lnks.gd_l_eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAxMTMuNjk3ODI1OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5zb2xhbm9jb3VudHkuY29tL2RlcHRzL2hyL3JlY3J1aXRtZW50X25fc2VsZWN0aW9uLyJ9.OhhItjubMwCGr6grOutnaU8X8-2DZFq0RUMVp5Mvq5894_s_1174389203_br_152602863731-2Dl%26d%3DDwMFAA%26c%3De71KFwQiz1Uq9SWN1ahPySYgwkr698SChpwjtuH1HMQ%26r%3D48NZQRVjDaCv2Gmw1i8mvQn7NW6JCZtzEbrr50kmpyo%26m%3DBUbnpVWqqrbMTe6fEBHjn91hYOUSTeLIyCzyl_ooueEGKcxmjVSsFq29Ozdgjaq7%26s%3DJO_LrZNkymGeN1Ytm1Ron8pk1evr1lKKjItVSLLRTrs%26e%3D&data=05%7C01%7C%7C873b7347c54d4517c7af08daf5a96f6f%7C5e7f20ace5f14f838c3bce44b8486421%7C0%7C0%7C638092405351382379%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oswyNDUsjAtdXXultjCYitnhi9TLaC9MTQXIfwiKPFo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__lnks.gd_l_eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAxMTMuNjk3ODI1OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYWNlYm9vay5jb20vU29sYW5vQ291bnR5Sm9icy8ifQ.l04HnJpPfCbFB0oyN5YN85T2ovuXtrStlbfvENIvUU0_s_1174389203_br_152602863731-2Dl%26d%3DDwMFAA%26c%3De71KFwQiz1Uq9SWN1ahPySYgwkr698SChpwjtuH1HMQ%26r%3D48NZQRVjDaCv2Gmw1i8mvQn7NW6JCZtzEbrr50kmpyo%26m%3DBUbnpVWqqrbMTe6fEBHjn91hYOUSTeLIyCzyl_ooueEGKcxmjVSsFq29Ozdgjaq7%26s%3DUJacBkvcW-PWOO_qzDpgJvSiA5OTyQiglWNKaWQ0isc%26e%3D&data=05%7C01%7C%7C873b7347c54d4517c7af08daf5a96f6f%7C5e7f20ace5f14f838c3bce44b8486421%7C0%7C0%7C638092405351382379%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UmV2hlGAU86rMFiPUsaDmh9bMlKPGlU8YE%2BruMPZZNU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__lnks.gd_l_eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAxMTMuNjk3ODI1OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jYWxjYXJlZXJzLmNhLmdvdi8ifQ.cb5Z0O8m6NxOBE7c32yLzqzjqUu8OwhTpuBj2VHmGPo_s_1174389203_br_152602863731-2Dl%26d%3DDwMFAA%26c%3De71KFwQiz1Uq9SWN1ahPySYgwkr698SChpwjtuH1HMQ%26r%3D48NZQRVjDaCv2Gmw1i8mvQn7NW6JCZtzEbrr50kmpyo%26m%3DBUbnpVWqqrbMTe6fEBHjn91hYOUSTeLIyCzyl_ooueEGKcxmjVSsFq29Ozdgjaq7%26s%3DIXl4ahee4PX05cqSuRQ8to2qykianipex1zc_wFv4_Y%26e%3D&data=05%7C01%7C%7C873b7347c54d4517c7af08daf5a96f6f%7C5e7f20ace5f14f838c3bce44b8486421%7C0%7C0%7C638092405351382379%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=z5paGOcZDQlVRSYQ4VfCWPh3r5zvPYRblwchs7x31aQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__lnks.gd_l_eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAxMTMuNjk3ODI1OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3Zlcm5tZW50am9icy5jb20vY2FyZWVycy9iZW5pY2lhIn0.9Qml-5FPeBt8lZe7WFR4MwuxargplK6cZaKBDB0aBcQVI_s_1174389203_br_152602863731-2Dl%26d%3DDwMFAA%26c%3De71KFwQiz1Uq9SWN1ahPySYgwkr698SChpwjtuH1HMQ%26r%3D48NZQRVjDaCv2Gmw1i8mvQn7NW6JCZtzEbrr50kmpyo%26m%3DBUbnpVWqqrbMTe6fEBHjn91hYOUSTeLIyCzyl_ooueEGKcxmjVSsFq29Ozdgjaq7%26s%3D-2AY5YCddSjTZ7-imxF7RKsBbDdxxbO72WS_i8-6NqE%26e%3D&data=05%7C01%7C%7C873b7347c54d4517c7af08daf5a96f6f%7C5e7f20ace5f14f838c3bce44b8486421%7C0%7C0%7C638092405351382379%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GhsJca6BNDPQaKIi59NECfXXwgprr8wGsocqthaJj%2FI%3D&reserved=0
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Newsletter photo 

Golden Bear training ship at Cal Maritime in Vallejo. Photo: Monica 
Brown. 

 

 

 
First elected in 2016, Monica represents 
District 2 on the Solano County Board of 
Supervisors. District 2 encompasses the 
city of Benicia, the portion of Vallejo south 
of Georgia Street, Mare Island, Cordelia, 
Green Valley and a portion of Fairfield.  

 

 

 


